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Features

50. Ablative/partitive alternation: -(r)ik  (v -tik)

Short description

Generalized pattern. In contemporary Basque, the ablative postposition is -tik.

(1) ene ondotik

my side.ABL

‘From my side.’

Variational pattern 1. Some varieties also show the partitive -(r)ik in singular forms. This form is a vestige of an 

old ablative marker.

(2) ene ondorik

my side.PRTV

‘From my side.’                    (Euskaltzaindia 1985: 403)

Reported in: Bizkaian (Euskaltzaindia 1985: 403).

Variational pattern 2. Some varieties show -(r)ik in plural forms (-etarik).

(3a) Etxetik heldu niz

house.ABL come.PTCP 1ABS.be

‘I have come from the house.’

(3b) Behereko etxeetarik heldu niz

downstairs.of house.PL.ABL come.PTCP 1ABS.be

‘I have come from the houses downstairs.’         (MAIHE, Oihartzabal et al. 2009)

Reported in: eastern varieties Lafon (1948), Hualde (2003b: 185), Oihartzabal et al. (2009).

https://basqueandbeyond.ehu.eus/biv/?h=en


Variational pattern 3. Some varieties show -(r)ik in both singular and plural forms.

(4a) Etxe(r)ik horra niz

house.ABL there.ALL 1ABS.be

‘I have come from the house.’

(4b) Peko etxeeta(r)ik horra niz

downstairs.of house.PL.ABL there.ALL 1ABS.be

‘I have come from the houses downstairs.’           (PIEPA, Oihartzabal et al. 

2009)

Reported in: Zuberoan (Oihartzabal et al. 2009).

Subvariational pattern3. Some variaties show -(r)ik for proper nouns and -ti(k) for common 

nouns.

(5a) Maule(r)ik jin da

Maule.ABL come.PTCP (3ABS).be

‘(S)he has come from Maule.’

(5b) Menditik jin da

mountain.ABL come.PTCP (3ABS).be

‘(S)he has come from the mountain.’

Reported in: Zuberoan (Zuazo 2004: 40, 2013: 30).

Variational pattern 4. Some variaties show -ti.

(6a) etxeti

house.ABL

‘from the house/home.’

(6b) menditi

mountain.ABL

‘from the mountain.’

Reported in: «a number of geographically discontinuous areas.» (Hualde 2016).

Variational pattern 5. Some variaties show -tik(an).

(7a) etxetikan

house.ABL

‘from the house/home.’

(7b) menditikan

mountain.ABL



‘from the mountain.’

Chapter: Postpositions (Locatives)

Keywords: ablative, locatives, partitive, postpositions

Notes:

The presence of -(r)ik in western Basque is reserved to expressions such as etxerik etxe ‘house to 

house’, according to Zuazo (2008: 71, 2013: 47).

«The ablative suffix -tik may derive from a sequence -ti-rik (where -ti may originally have had a wider 

locational meaning and -rik is the partitive suffix.» (Hualde 2016).
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Answers

(2) ene ondorik

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

N-ari Arizkun (Baztan) Navarrese Basque Yes Pello Salaburu

B-get Getxo Western Basque Yes Xabier Bilbao

B-loi Loiu Western Basque Yes Oihana Astobieta

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque Yes Orreaga Ibarra

NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Itxaro Borda

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque Yes Maider Bedaxagar

http://norantz.org/


A-ara Aramaio Western Basque No Txipi Ormaetxea

N-arb Arbizu Navarrese Basque No Juanjo Olasagarre

B-art Artea Western Basque No Igor Estankona

G-azp Azpeitia Central Basque No Patxi Goenaga

G-bei Beizama Central Basque No Lourdes Otaegi

G-ber Bergara Western Basque No Alexander Artzelus

G-elg Elgoibar Western Basque No Ane Odria

G-ert Errenteria Central Basque No Aritz Irurtzun

N-elk Etxaleku (Imotz) Central Basque No Imotz

B-ger Gernika Western Basque No Alaine Barruetabeña

N-goi Goizueta Navarrese Basque No Juan Jose Zubiri

G-her Hernani Central Basque No Eñaut Agirre

G-iru Irun Central Basque No Ricardo Etxepare

G-its Itsasondo Central Basque No Urtzi Etxeberria

B-lek Lekeitio Western Basque No Arantzazu Elordieta

B-mab Mallabia Western Basque No Koldo Zuazo

B-mun Mungia Western Basque No Miren Ibarluzea

N-orb Orbaizeta Navarrese Basque No Iñaki Camino

B-otx Otxandio Western Basque No Xabier Burgete

N-urd Urdiain Navarrese Basque No Iñigo Urrestarazu

L-zib Ziburu Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Maitena Duhalde

(3a) Etxetik heldu niz

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

L-lar Larresoro Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Céline Mounole

NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Itxaro Borda

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque Yes Maider Bedaxagar

B-get Getxo Western Basque No Xabier Bilbao

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque No Orreaga Ibarra

(7b) menditikan

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

G-azp Azpeitia Central Basque Yes Patxi Goenaga

G-bei Beizama Central Basque Yes Lourdes Otaegi

G-elg Elgoibar Western Basque Yes Ane Odria

G-ert Errenteria Central Basque Yes Aritz Irurtzun

N-elk Etxaleku (Imotz) Central Basque Yes Imotz



N-goi Goizueta Navarrese Basque Yes Juan Jose Zubiri

G-her Hernani Central Basque Yes Eñaut Agirre

G-iru Irun Central Basque Yes Ricardo Etxepare

L-lar Larresoro Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Céline Mounole

NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Itxaro Borda

A-ara Aramaio Western Basque No Txipi Ormaetxea

N-arb Arbizu Navarrese Basque No Juanjo Olasagarre

N-ari Arizkun (Baztan) Navarrese Basque No Pello Salaburu

B-art Artea Western Basque No Igor Estankona

G-ber Bergara Western Basque No Alexander Artzelus

B-ger Gernika Western Basque No Alaine Barruetabeña

B-get Getxo Western Basque No Xabier Bilbao

G-its Itsasondo Central Basque No Urtzi Etxeberria

B-lek Lekeitio Western Basque No Arantzazu Elordieta

B-loi Loiu Western Basque No Oihana Astobieta

B-mab Mallabia Western Basque No Koldo Zuazo

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque No Orreaga Ibarra

B-mun Mungia Western Basque No Miren Ibarluzea

N-orb Orbaizeta Navarrese Basque No Iñaki Camino

B-otx Otxandio Western Basque No Xabier Burgete

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque No Maider Bedaxagar

L-zib Ziburu Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Maitena Duhalde

(3b) Behereko etxeetarik heldu niz

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

L-lar Larresoro Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Céline Mounole

NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Itxaro Borda

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque Yes Maider Bedaxagar

B-get Getxo Western Basque No Xabier Bilbao

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque No Orreaga Ibarra

(4a) Etxe(r)ik horra niz

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque Yes Maider Bedaxagar

B-get Getxo Western Basque No Xabier Bilbao

L-lar Larresoro Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Céline Mounole

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque No Orreaga Ibarra



NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Itxaro Borda

(4b) Peko etxeeta(r)ik horra niz

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque Yes Maider Bedaxagar

B-get Getxo Western Basque No Xabier Bilbao

L-lar Larresoro Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Céline Mounole

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque No Orreaga Ibarra

NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Itxaro Borda

(5a) Maule(r)ik jin da

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque Yes Maider Bedaxagar

N-ari Arizkun (Baztan) Navarrese Basque No Pello Salaburu

B-get Getxo Western Basque No Xabier Bilbao

L-lar Larresoro Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Céline Mounole

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque No Orreaga Ibarra

NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Itxaro Borda

(5b) Menditik jin da

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque Yes Maider Bedaxagar

B-get Getxo Western Basque No Xabier Bilbao

L-lar Larresoro Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Céline Mounole

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque No Orreaga Ibarra

NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Itxaro Borda

(6a) etxeti

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

A-ara Aramaio Western Basque Yes Txipi Ormaetxea

N-arb Arbizu Navarrese Basque Yes Juanjo Olasagarre

G-bei Beizama Central Basque Yes Lourdes Otaegi

G-ber Bergara Western Basque Yes Alexander Artzelus

N-elk Etxaleku (Imotz) Central Basque Yes Imotz

B-get Getxo Western Basque Yes Xabier Bilbao

L-lar Larresoro Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Céline Mounole

B-loi Loiu Western Basque Yes Oihana Astobieta

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque Yes Orreaga Ibarra



B-mun Mungia Western Basque Yes Miren Ibarluzea

N-orb Orbaizeta Navarrese Basque Yes Iñaki Camino

N-ari Arizkun (Baztan) Navarrese Basque No Pello Salaburu

B-art Artea Western Basque No Igor Estankona

G-azp Azpeitia Central Basque No Patxi Goenaga

G-elg Elgoibar Western Basque No Ane Odria

G-ert Errenteria Central Basque No Aritz Irurtzun

B-ger Gernika Western Basque No Alaine Barruetabeña

N-goi Goizueta Navarrese Basque No Juan Jose Zubiri

G-her Hernani Central Basque No Eñaut Agirre

G-iru Irun Central Basque No Ricardo Etxepare

G-its Itsasondo Central Basque No Urtzi Etxeberria

B-lek Lekeitio Western Basque No Arantzazu Elordieta

B-mab Mallabia Western Basque No Koldo Zuazo

NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Itxaro Borda

B-otx Otxandio Western Basque No Xabier Burgete

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque No Maider Bedaxagar

L-zib Ziburu Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Maitena Duhalde

(6b) menditi

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

A-ara Aramaio Western Basque Yes Txipi Ormaetxea

N-arb Arbizu Navarrese Basque Yes Juanjo Olasagarre

G-bei Beizama Central Basque Yes Lourdes Otaegi

G-ber Bergara Western Basque Yes Alexander Artzelus

N-elk Etxaleku (Imotz) Central Basque Yes Imotz

B-get Getxo Western Basque Yes Xabier Bilbao

L-lar Larresoro Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Céline Mounole

B-loi Loiu Western Basque Yes Oihana Astobieta

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque Yes Orreaga Ibarra

B-mun Mungia Western Basque Yes Miren Ibarluzea

N-orb Orbaizeta Navarrese Basque Yes Iñaki Camino

N-ari Arizkun (Baztan) Navarrese Basque No Pello Salaburu

B-art Artea Western Basque No Igor Estankona

G-azp Azpeitia Central Basque No Patxi Goenaga

G-elg Elgoibar Western Basque No Ane Odria



G-ert Errenteria Central Basque No Aritz Irurtzun

B-ger Gernika Western Basque No Alaine Barruetabeña

N-goi Goizueta Navarrese Basque No Juan Jose Zubiri

G-her Hernani Central Basque No Eñaut Agirre

G-iru Irun Central Basque No Ricardo Etxepare

G-its Itsasondo Central Basque No Urtzi Etxeberria

B-lek Lekeitio Western Basque No Arantzazu Elordieta

B-mab Mallabia Western Basque No Koldo Zuazo

NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Itxaro Borda

B-otx Otxandio Western Basque No Xabier Burgete

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque No Maider Bedaxagar

L-zib Ziburu Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Maitena Duhalde

(7a) etxetikan

BiV code Town Dialect Value Contributor

G-azp Azpeitia Central Basque Yes Patxi Goenaga

G-bei Beizama Central Basque Yes Lourdes Otaegi

G-elg Elgoibar Western Basque Yes Ane Odria

G-ert Errenteria Central Basque Yes Aritz Irurtzun

N-elk Etxaleku (Imotz) Central Basque Yes Imotz

N-goi Goizueta Navarrese Basque Yes Juan Jose Zubiri

G-her Hernani Central Basque Yes Eñaut Agirre

G-iru Irun Central Basque Yes Ricardo Etxepare

L-lar Larresoro Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Céline Mounole

NB-ora Oragarre Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque Yes Itxaro Borda

A-ara Aramaio Western Basque No Txipi Ormaetxea

N-arb Arbizu Navarrese Basque No Juanjo Olasagarre

N-ari Arizkun (Baztan) Navarrese Basque No Pello Salaburu

B-art Artea Western Basque No Igor Estankona

G-ber Bergara Western Basque No Alexander Artzelus

B-ger Gernika Western Basque No Alaine Barruetabeña

B-get Getxo Western Basque No Xabier Bilbao

G-its Itsasondo Central Basque No Urtzi Etxeberria

B-lek Lekeitio Western Basque No Arantzazu Elordieta

B-loi Loiu Western Basque No Oihana Astobieta

B-mab Mallabia Western Basque No Koldo Zuazo

N-mez Mezkiritz (Erroibar) Navarrese Basque No Orreaga Ibarra



B-mun Mungia Western Basque No Miren Ibarluzea

N-orb Orbaizeta Navarrese Basque No Iñaki Camino

B-otx Otxandio Western Basque No Xabier Burgete

Z-urd Urdiñarbe Zuberoan Basque No Maider Bedaxagar

L-zib Ziburu Navarrese-Lapurdian Basque No Maitena Duhalde


